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SUMMARIES XXIII

hundred associations with some four thousand members between the ages of seventeen
and forty representing a significant portion of Jews in this age group in Lithuania.
The center’s success in bringing young people closer to basic Jewish studies
encouraged it to establish Tiferet Bahurim associations also for young boys and girls
between the ages of ten and sixteen, and to demand that members, adults and young,
adhere to basic Jewish religious commandments. Moreover, inspired by its success among
Lithuanian youth, the center began to export its revolutionary ideas to other communities
in Eastern and Central Europe, and Tiferet Bahurim associations were established there,

too. This expanding network was halted only at the outbreak of WWIL



‘TIFERET BAHURIM’ — A LARGE-SCALE TORAH-STUDY
MOVEMENT FOR PROLETARIAN YOUNGSTERS IN INTERWAR
LITHUANIA

by Ben-Tsiyon Klibansky (pp. 439-488)

East-European Jewry experienced intensifying processes of modernization and
secularization at the beginning of the twentieth century. Strongly accelerated during
WWI, these processes were particularly felt among the Jews of Kovno (Kaunas)
province in the Russian Empire, who were hastily driven from their homes in May
1915 to remote provinces in Russia and Ukraine. The severe material difficulties in exile
led to the neglect of their children, and many of the youngsters did not receive even a
basic traditional education.

The repatriation agreement that Independent Lithuania signed with the Russians in
1920 returned many of the exiled Jews to their old quarters. Their sons were absorbed
into the young state and became laborers, craftsmen, small business owners, shopkeepers
and clerks. Many of them, who did not receive traditional education during the years of
exile, were alienated from religion. After a long workday they preferred to spend their
free evening time at entertainment events or youth movements and did not feel the urge
to complete the missing traditional component of their education.

Individuals who were worried that a new generation was growing up in Lithuania
without religious values sought to create traditional learning frameworks for them. They
were not required to be too creative. They just had to reestablish the old and well-known
‘Tiferet Bahurim’ havarot (associations), which were common in Lithuanian townships
from the late nineteenth century but had closed at the beginning of WWI. Indeed, such
a pioneering association reopened in Slabodka, a Kovno suburb, in 1922, and in the
years that followed more such associations were founded. Proletarian youngsters who
joined these associations listened, often for the first time in their lives, to lessons about
the weekly Torah portion, Mishna and basic Jewish law.

In 1927, a center was founded with the aim to gather the growing number of Tiferet
Bahurim associations in Lithuania into a movement. The center’s intensive activity

greatly expanded the new movement, and within a few years it had affiliated over a
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